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Plan now to attend Alumni 
Weekend this year!  Honor 
Classes are ’66, ’71, ’76, ’81, ’86, 
’91, ’96, ’01, ’06 and reunion 
organizers are in the process of 
contacting former classmates, 
encouraging them to come 
back to GCA for this exciting 
weekend.

Special events that are 
planned as part of the weekend 
include a Camerata Reunion 
and Concert, the annual Golf 
Tournament, the Ride for 

GCA motorcycle event, a Time to Remember (tribute to 
recently deceased former staff and alumni), as well as inspirational 
programming.

Golf Tournament.  Alumni 
Weekend kicks off with the Golf 
Tournament, which will be held at 
Barnsley Gardens Resort, beginning 
at 9 a.m., Friday, April 1. Contact 
Nancy Gerard at 706-625-7166 or 
nagerard@gcasda.org to reserve a spot 
on the roster or for more information.  
We are looking for personal or 
corporate sponsors for this event!

Vespers will be held in the 
GCA Church at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 
April 1.  Paul Fuchcar, Class of 
1976, will be our speaker.  Join us for 
inspiration from Paul’s story, as well as great music.

Welcome Home Breakfast and registration, 9-10:30 
a.m.  Sabbath will begin with breakfast and registration.  Held 
in the GCA Church fellowship hall, this event provides the 
opportunity to begin visiting with friends as you enjoy a delicious 
breakfast.

Church.  Join us for the roll call, honoring 
outstanding alumni, and the inspiration of 
worshipping together during the church 
service, which begins at 10:45 a.m.  You will 
be blessed by the music of alumni and GCA 
students as well as the spoken word, brought by 
Carol Loree, Class of 1981.  Your kids will 
enjoy Children’s Church,  held in the GCA 
Chapel.

Honor Class Photos and Lunch.  Stay 
by for a group photo with your honor class 
members then join us for lunch in the GCA 
gymnasium immediately following the church 
service.
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Join us Friday night as Paul Fuchcar, 
Class of ‘76, shares his story.

Carol Loree, Class of ‘81, will 
be the speaker for our Sabbath 
morning worship service.

 Come enjoy a great day of golf on Friday, April 1.
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Camerata Reunion to Take Place  
At Alumni Weekend

 by Candace Nesmith, GCA Choral Instructor

This could be a scene from the past or the 
present….

The bell rings, the  music director  steps up to 
the podium,  the director’s arms raise, and all in 
one breath, one sweeping motion, a quick glance is 
given to the pianist, an A major chord echoes from 
the keyboard, and  all conversations cease. Students 
rapidly rise to their feet in unison, and each student 
begins singing the familiar five-note warm up scale.  
No one dares to speak because Camerata class has 
just begun!  

The first words you hear are, “Let’s pray.”  As 
we begin to sing we are continually reminded to 
make music! We hear these short, yet powerful words, 
“Listen to each other, blend, listen, count, watch me, 
trust each other, please get r id of your gum, take 
your pencil and mark your music, sing like you mean 
it, who are you  singing for?, I need more passion!” 

Do you remember the tours to Florida, Georgia, 
Tennessee, Canada, Colorado, Spain, South Carolina? 
What about SAU Honors Music Festivals, NWGA 
Music Festival, overnight trips, staying in host homes, 
Disney Candlelight Trips?

Great tr ips and wonderful memories!  We all 
have stories to share, and songs that still linger in our 
memories when we reflect on our music experience 
at GCA. Good times! We can look back on the trips, 
rehearsals, and performances and say, “God  Blessed!”

Were you a member of 
the select choir while at 
GCA?  In the early days it was 
called Chorale, and in later 
years the name was changed 
to Camerata Singers, and then 
Camerata. The spelling has even 
changed over the years, from 
Camarata to Camerata.       

If you were a member of 
the select choir while at GCA 
for four weeks, one semester, 
one year or four years, you are 
still a lifetime member of the 
GCA Camerata family and you 
are invited to participate in 
this special Camerata reunion 
event. Join former GCA music 

teachers, alumni singers and accompanists, as well as 
current GCA students in this celebration which will 
bring us together to praise God, the giver of music. 

Please join us on April 2, 2011, for the  
Alumni Weekend Camerata Reunion

Rehearsal:  3:30-5:30 p.m. 
GCA Church sanctuary

Supper for participants:  5:30-6:30 p.m.  
Church fellowship hall

Camerata Reunion Celebration Concert:   
7:00 p.m., GCA Church

Do you still have your Camerata tuxedo, formal 
dress, or polo shirt?  If so, bring them, along with 
stories to share!  If you have a favorite selection to be 
considered, or would like to accompany a selection, 
please email Candace Nesmith at canesmit@gcasda.
org or Nancy Gerard at nagerard@gcasda.org with 
information.  

Your response (RSVP) would be helpful as we 
plan for food and music.  But if you find you are able 
to join us at the last minute and haven’t responded, 
not a problem.  Please come!

 During the ’70-’71 school year these students were members of Chorale, which was the name for 
GCA’s select choir during the early days of the school.



The next type is the “The Drifters,” 
those that had an adequate experience but 
didn’t really keep up with their peers with 
whom they attended GCA.  These people 
made a few close friends, but have simply 
lost touch over the years.  Perhaps they have 
also lost touch with the camaraderie one 
finds at such a school, and the feeling of 
belonging to a close-knit community.  “The 
Drifters” might think that there was nothing 
so very special about their exper ience, 
so why should they go back to rekindle 
a lukewarm fire, but we also disagree in 
this instance.  Perhaps a visit might remind 
these people of the good times they have 
forgotten. Perhaps a visit might point out 
that they know more people than they 
thought they did.  In fact, the friends they 
knew might even be living locally, ready 

to reconnect, trade e-mails, church invitations, and 
renew a genuine friendship once again.

The final category is “The Enthusiasts.”  These 
are the people who love GCA and love to go to 
Alumni weekend for all of the reasons stated above.  
These are people who may not have liked the food 
or the rules, but came out of the experience stronger 
people, and perhaps even stronger Christians as a result 
of their experience.  In fact, these people may see 
the hardship as having forged a stronger common 
bond with their friends than did the good times.  The 
enthusiasts go to alumni weekend to complain about 
how things aren’t as tough as they were in the old 
days, to take pride in a school that has stood the test 
of time, and to acknowledge and celebrate their own 
personal growth since leaving GCA.  

As you may have guessed, we claim ourselves in 
the last category, and we enjoy a friendship today that 
has grown steadfastly through the years because of 
our common bond in “surviving” GCA.  We may not 
have agreed with all that was done at GCA when we 
attended.  What we cannot deny, however, was that 
God protected and kept us in His hand while we were 
there.  Whatever your attitude toward GCA may be, 
we hope you can also make that claim, and we hope 
that you will come again to that place and celebrate 
God’s love with us this alumni weekend.  

Alumni Weekend.  The very words set off alarms 
in our minds for various reasons.  Have we changed 
so much that no one will recognize us?  Will we meet 
people who have changed so much themselves that we 
will not recognize them?  Can it really be almost 30 
years since we grabbed our diplomas and set out for 
the real world?  There are as many attitudes towards 
GCA as there are alumni, but we think there are some 
basic categories of people who attended GCA.  As 
alumni of GCA, we can think of at least three types 
of people who should once more visit the campus 
this alumni weekend.   

The first type includes “The Appalled,” all of 
those people who do not look back fondly on their 
stay at GCA for whatever reason.  It could be that 
they disliked the enforced worship of morning chapels, 
church, and “eventide.”  It could be that they deplored 
the dietary constraints.  It could also very well be that 
the experience at GCA contributed to turning them 
from the Adventist church altogether.  One might think 
“The Appalled” would have no reason at all to return, 
but we disagree.  Such a significant event as boarding 
school might be revisited, and viewed differently from 
the perspective of a mature adult.  Perhaps the benefits 
one observes during an alumni weekend might temper 
what an adolescent mind considers appalling.  Perhaps 
old wrongs have been addressed, and the chance to 
forgive and heal would be worth the effort.

by Caroline Maretich Bishop, ’82 and Carol Dickerhoff Martin, ‘82

Caroline Maretich Bishop and Carol Dickerhoff Martin, both ’82, are serving as 
co-alumni presidents this year.
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Three Types of Alumni:  Which are you?
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in-law before I was ever diagnosed!
And finishing up college on 

chemo and radiation wasn’t the 
impossibility my doctors predicted 
it to be. Neither was finding a job 
with health insurance immediately 
after school so I wouldn’t have 
to postpone graduation or my 
marriage. God had different plans 
than my parents, wife, and even 
myself, which is probably why Logan 
and I were given the opportunity to 
spend 2009 living in Maui, Branson, 

“Looks like we need to go back in and cut it 
out.  Does Saturday night work for you?” asked my 
neurosurgeon as he flung my MRI films on the 
wall and nonchalantly asked this question. “That’s 
not possible,” I thought to myself, “I just had my head 
cut open three and a half months ago! Besides, that’s five 
days from now and I have a Fourth of July family reunion 
to attend!”

Three years after my first craniotomy, grade IV 
brain cancer diagnosis, and subsequent radiation/
chemotherapy treatments, I was at it again. Round  
two. Or maybe three . . . I’d lost track at that point. I 
still don’t even know how many “reoccurrences” I’ve 
technically had. Do I count the three brain surgeries, 
15+ specialists, or 20+ seizures I’ve encountered 
over the last three and a half years? Do I factor in 
the five percent chance I had of making it to 25? Or 
do I simply count the number of times my wife or 
I freaked out because of all the bad news just about 
every MRI report brought in 2010?

Or maybe none of this really matters all that 
much. Maybe it hasn’t been so much about the 
process as it has the experience along the way—the 
experience that started with a few small seizures 
during college and distracted me from my grandeur 
goals of wealth and career prosperity. An experience 
that God had all planned out and even miraculously 
foretold through a dream given to my grandmother-

Life-Giving Cancer
By Daniel Harper, Class of 2004

MO, then back home to Park City, UT for my job.  
It was a needed break before the craziness that 
came with 2010. The wild r ide that truly taught 
me to make the best decisions possible, but all from 
the passenger’s seat . . . Leaving the driving up to 
Someone who can see around the curves ahead, so 
you can relax, watching the perfectly straight road 
disappear out the rear view mirror.

It’s crazy to see how life has unfolded so differently 
than anything I could have imagined during my 
tender years at GCA. Crazy to see how God taught 
me to trust in Him during this formative time, and 
how that served as a refuge for the spiritual apathy 
that I, like so many of us, fell into as life moved on 
past high school. A refuge to fall back upon once I 

Daniel Harper, ’04 and Logan Ehlert Harper, ’05 met and started 
dating while students at GCA.

Since their wedding in August of 2008, Daniel’s work has taken 
them to some incredible parts of the country where they have been 
able to enjoy many of the recreational pursuits they love, such as 
snowboarding and camping in Park City, UT where they live.



woke up to the shortness of life here on earth and 
the necessity of preparation versus accumulation.

I would never admit this while convulsing 
violently on the floor, vomiting from nausea, or 
while connected to a catheter in the ICU, but in 
my moments of peace 
I say thanks God. I say, 
I’m kinda lucky . Kinda 
fortunate to have had such 
an opportunity to grow.  
Sure, my brain has grown 
with hundreds of cancer 
therapies and millions of 
unwanted cancer cells, but 
my heart has grown with 
a boundless love for the 
One who designed both 
these life-giving organs. 
You can’t not be thankful 
for challenges when the 
end result is a closer walk 
with God.

Growing with God in a 
satellite classroom involves 
a lot of trust. And learning to trust these last few years 
has required a hefty amount of open-mindedness that 
I do not naturally posses. I was re-reminded of my 
passenger seat position multiple times last year as I 
found myself forced into decisions that were never a 
part of my plan. You see, my plan was very similar to 
most people’s plans: fastest, easiest, cheapest, most-
direct. No false-positive P.E.T scans, catastrophic 
MRIs, multiple surgeries, or thousands of dollars/
hours spent on insurance, flights, and treatments. 
Total reliance on God develops when you have no 
idea how He will meet the financial needs it takes 
to accomplish your physical ones.

Becoming open-minded for me has meant giving 
God a chance to do better than five percent, even 
if it involves doing stuff you’d normally scoff at. It’s 
meant making split-second decisions about having 
my head cut open or ingesting cytotoxic drugs. It’s 

also meant recognizing 
the l imitations of the 
Western medical system 
I’d grown up around and 
becoming one of those 
“crazy natural people.” 
You-know, the ones who 
believe in fruit/vegetable 
juicing, herbal cleanses, 
o r  e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c 
biofeedback. 

It seems to have paid 
off , especially the last 
few months, for a very 
important reason. My last 
MRI of 2010 showed a 
significant reduction in 
tumor size! God’s medical 
system seems to have 

finally tipped the scales in the battle I’m fighting 
against myself!

If you were to ask me about my experience with 
cancer these last few years, I would probably say 
it’s been absolutely terrifying, tremendously painful, 
and beyond grueling. However, if you were to ask 
me about my experience with God because of cancer 
these last few years, I would say it’s been exceedingly 
satisfying, incredibly intimate, and worth every one 
of those surgeries, specialists, and seizures.  And while 
I plan on avoiding a round four or five, I’m pretty 
sure my plan isn’t the driving force that will get me 
around the curves ahead.
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Left to right:  Daniel Harper, Logan Ehlert Harper, Allison and 
Greg Harper.  The Harper family’s connection to GCA is strong.  
Daniel is one of four siblings who graduated from GCA and his 
father, Greg Harper, served on the GCA staff for 10 years as 
religion teacher and guidance counselor.

Sources of Encouragement
“The fact that we are called upon to endure trial shows that the Lord Jesus sees in us something precious which He desires to 

develop. If He saw in us nothing whereby He might glorify His name, He would not spend time in refining us. He does not cast 
worthless stones into His furnace.” —The Ministry of Healing p. 471

“He never leads them otherwise than they would choose to be led if they could see the end from the beginning, and discern the 
glory of the purpose they are fulfilling.” —Prophets and Kings, 578

“Whatever your anxieties and trials, spread your case before the Lord. Your spirit will be braced for endurance...The weaker and 
more helpless you know yourself to be, the stronger will you become in His strength. The heavier your burdens, the more blessed the 

rest in casting them upon the Burden Bearer.” —Desire of Ages, 329

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith 
develops perseverence...But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea...That 

man should not think he will recieve anything from the Lord” James 1:2-7
Follow Daniel’s journey through his blog at http://christianpoints.com/



Alex Tribek poses with Jeopardy finalist, Hans von Walter, Class of ‘08.
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“You go through life pretty routinely and it just 
gets monotonous.  Then, every once in a while, a huge 
whirlwind comes along and turns everything upside 
down.”  Hans Von Walter, a GCA ’08 alumnus, wasn’t 
describing the change from high school to college.  He 
was describing the fulfillment of a lifelong dream to be 
a contestant on Jeopardy.  You may have heard of him, 
or you might be one of over 400 people who have 
friend requested him on Facebook since his selection 
for the show, but in the following interview, he reflects 
on more than the raw facts of the story. 

Q:  Hans, what process did you go through to be on 
Jeopardy College Edition?

A:  I took an online test last January and was selected for 
an in-person interview in May.  I was selected to be 
on the show on September 16; the call came while 
I was in a lab at SAU. Then I flew to Los Angeles 
and filmed the show on two days: October 18 & 19.  
After that, I waited for the show to start airing in 
November.  I was a finalist and won third place which 
was a $25,000 prize and a Wii.

Q:  You were the first contestant on College Jeopardy to 
represent an Adventist school.  Did that put a lot of 
pressure on you?

A:  No.  Harvard and other schools have contestants 
on there every year, so it just made it all the more 
special, exciting, and worthwhile.  It was cool because 
Adventists from all over the world supported me, so 
I could share my experience with them.

Q:  Speaking of schools, what role did GCA have in your 
journey to Jeopardy?

A:  When I came to GCA, I had been at Walker Memorial 
for 11 years.  Being thrown into a new situation/
routine/dorm setting was uncomfortable for me, but it 
crafted my social skills and sharpened my personality.  
The producers purposefully choose people to be on 
Jeopardy who are enjoyable to work with, so you have 
to be smart and social.  I also feel like Mr. Short’s 
interesting side notes in U.S. History helped expand 
my knowledge.

Q:  Has being on Jeopardy changed your life?

A:  Oh yeah.  This was one of those huge whirlwinds of 
excitement.  My friend said recently, “Hans, you’re 
always smiling now.”  It really is the best thing that’s 
happened to me in my life.

Q: Now that you’ve fulfilled your life dream, do you have 
any unique goals to work toward?

A:  You know, now that I’ve worked so hard to be on one 
game show, I’d really like to be a multi-game show 
person.  I’d like to be on Who Wants to be a Millionaire? 
and maybe The Amazing Race.

Q:  You were quite driven to accomplish your goal.  What 
was your biggest asset along the way?

A:  All the people who helped me learn and grow: my 
family, teachers from Walker and GCA, and friends 
who sent me trivia text questions and supported 
me.  Three of my GCA friends really supported me 
even while I was at GCA, and they were the first 
ones to know I was selected. They also sat next to 
me in SAU’s cafeteria when the school gathered to 
watch the shows.  The Gerards even got tickets to the 
Jeopardy filming in Los Angeles and came to support 
me. Everyone believed in me, and it made me think 
of all the other things I could accomplish, so I think 
being on Jeopardy will even help me in my journey 
to be a doctor.

There is much we can learn from Hans’ journey, 
but the greatest thing to remember is that any dream, 
with God’s help, personal motivation, and others’ 
support, is possible.  Congratulations, Hans!  

I’ll take “GCA Alumnus” for $25,000, please.
By Cassia Gallimore, Class of 2009

Hans von Walter, ‘08, was one of 16 university students from across the 
country who were chosen to compete in Jeopardy College Edition.



More than 60 of GCA’s finest young alums 
showed up on November 4 to enjoy pizza, catch up 
with friends and visit with GCA staff.  The annual 
Young Alumni Pizza Party, held on the campus of 
Southern Adventist University, is always a favorite!  
Of course, what’s not to like about free pizza and 
hanging out with friends?

For Jonathan Harper, ’09, along with GCA 
classmates, it was a great experience. “I really enjoyed 
the alumni pizza party! I enjoyed catching up with 
classmates, eating free pizza, and talking with faculty. 
My experience at GCA made such a positive impact 
on my life and I always enjoy hear ing how the 
school’s doing.”

Following the meal a fun, not-for-credit GCA 
trivia quiz got some friendly competition going and 

a drawing resulted in a few alumni walking away 
with GCA “swag.”  Yearbooks and Cumberlites were 
also available for catching up on GCA news and 
walking down memory lane.  

From the school’s perspective, alumni events are 
important in keeping our graduates connected to 
their alma mater.  Greg Gerard, principal of GCA, 
recently emphasized this point, “It is important 
for us to make an effort to stay in touch with our 
alumni.  We want our grads to leave GCA with 
a good feeling about the school and we want to 
do what we can to keep those feelings positive.  
Staying in touch with our alumni is an important 
part of keeping GCA strong.”

Thanks to all who made time in their busy 
college schedule to attend this GCA Alumni 
event!

Annual Pizza Party Brings out  
Young GCA Alumni

 The GCA young alumni pizza event brings people together for good food 
and good times.

Scott Young, ’06, studies his pizza while Amanda Chase, ’06, smiles 
for the camera.

Heather Thames (’08), Allyson Bridges (’08), Chris Walton 
(’07), and Kyle Humphrey (’08) enjoyed the opportunity to 
get together with GCA friends.

This group of GCA friends paused from visiting just long enough to 
smile for the camera.
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Alumni, former staff , and 
friends of GCA joined together 
for a warm, inviting evening 
in Ber r ien Spr ings, MI on a 
chilly Friday night. Many recent 
g raduates and not so recent 
graduates were able to reconnect 
and enjoy a fun-filled evening 
just like the good old days back 
at GCA. 

The evening began with 
socializing and mingling, while 
some were intr igued with the 
newest Cumberlite and GCA news.  
As the time progressed, dinner was the next thing on 
the agenda. Of course everyone enjoyed a plateful or 
two of the delicious dinner prepared. 

As the conversations were beginning to quiet down, 
we moved from the dinner tables to the sofas in the living 
room.  No one was prepared for the next challenge, a 

GCA Alums Reconnect in Michigan
by Jennifer Stout Smith, Class of 2003

GCA pop quiz. Everyone then realized how much or how little 
they really knew about our alma mater. Josh Woods (class of 2003) 
then led the group in a classic GCA song service. No group out 
there can sing as well as a group from GCA. Matt Smith (class 
of 2002) led the group in worship. Many from the group shared 
about how GCA had changed them and the many GCA traditions 
that are still dear to 
their hearts. 

The  even ing 
soon came to an 
end. Everyone went 
their separate ways, 
whether it was to 
campus wor ship, 

These young alumni enjoyed re-connecting with GCA 
friends.

Everyone enjoyed a GCA-style worship with singing and 
sharing.

Josh Woods, ’03, led our worship music.

Matt Smith, ’02 (far left) shared stories from his GCA experience.

a dorm room, or off-campus 
housing. The evening was just 
what was needed to bring in 
the Sabbath and rekindle those 
treasured GCA memories.

 

Front row:  Nancy Gerard, Stefanie Elkins (’86), Bruce Bankhead 
(’09), Greg Chase (’09), Ashleigh Walton (’09).  Back row:  Jennifer 
Stout Smith (’03), Matt Smith (’02), Josh Woods (’03), Brittany 
Woods, Katherine Cheek (’10), Andrea Caban (’10), Jordan Arellano 
(’09), Johnny Ahn (’10), Brian Bankhead (’09).



Ora Mae Kirk arr ived at 
Georgia-Cumberland Academy 
dur ing the summer of 1978.  
Her stay at GCA ended in 1994, 
making her the longest tenured 
English teacher at this boarding 
high school.

This much-loved English 
teacher taught a full load of 
classes, plus carried additional 

duties throughout her 16 school years at GCA.  At 
various times throughout her tenure, her teaching load 
consisted of English I, English II, English III, English 
IV, Composition 101 (which was taught through 
Southern Adventist University for college credit), 
Honors English, and Speech.  Mrs. Kirk also held 
responsibilities as a sponsor of various organizations 
including the junior class, the senior class, and National 
Honor Society.

One of her very special sponsorships was the 
oversight of a publication called Sunlight and Shadows.  
This publication featured student writing and artwork 
and included categories for poetry, short stories, essays 

and art.  Mrs. Kirk worked with a group of students 
who served as staff and reviewed submissions for the 
publication.  The finished product was published in the 
spring of each school year and was a source of pride 
for those whose works were included.

Mrs. Kirk inspired hundreds of students to achieve 
their best in her classes.  She pushed and prodded, 
but students knew she loved them and wanted what 
was best for them.  Mrs. Kirk introduced students to 
the classics in literature and inspired young people 
to become life-long readers.  There are many alumni 
who credit their professional pursuits to the skills and 
inspiration they received in her classes.  GCA is proud 
to claim published authors and poets, English professors 
and many well-read alumni, thanks to Ora Mae Kirk.

In one of the GCA yearbooks each staff member 
chose a quote to be printed under their photo.  Mrs. 
Kirk selected the following:  “Count that day lost in 
which you do not learn any new thing.” It was in 
that spirit that Ora Mae Kirk approached her teaching 
and interactions with students at Georgia-Cumberland 
Academy and we are grateful for the impact she had 
while at GCA.

REMEMBERING JB
JOHN D. BRIGGS, September 8, 1929 – November 7, 2010

By Sherry Harrison, Class of 1976

Although Mr. Briggs was only on 
staff at GCA for three years (1973-
1976), he touched so many lives in a 
constructive way.  Mr. and Mrs. Briggs, 

Jennifer and Jonathan lived in the girl’s dormitory the 
last two of the three years.  JB, as we called him, was 
the Guidance Counselor, Bible and Psychology teacher.  
He taught his students life-fulfilling principles through 
his classes, his advice and his example.

Mr. Briggs looked for ways to help us with our 
mundane problems and with some that were more 
serious.  He and his wife opened their home to us for 
impromptu visits and special dinners.  

JB and his wife took small groups of students 
on weekend spir itual retreats in the north Georgia 
mountains.  We were fed delicious home-cooked food, 

enjoyed the surrounding nature and encouraged toward 
a better relationship with God.

GCA Alumni greatly loved and respected Mr. 
Briggs.  Kristi Anderson Burnham, ’76, reflected on the 
role Mr. Briggs played in her life.  “Even though I was 
born into a wonderful SDA family, I credit Mr. Briggs 
with leading me into a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ.”  Kathy McGhee Schleier, ’75, remembers Mr. 
Briggs with fondness, as well.  “JB was our fr iend, 
teacher and mentor. He really taught us how to live life. 
What a gift he was to our generation!”  Alan Artress, 
’76, remembered the way Mr. Briggs “always treated 
me with respect during my academy years at GCA...
we all considered him a true friend!”

A Tribute to a Woman of Influence 
ORA MAE KIRK , June 27, 1927 - November 23, 2010.
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Alumni updAtes
John Briggs, Former Staff, passed away on November 7, 
2010.  Mr. Briggs taught at GCA from 1973-1976 and was 
living with his wife, Judy, in Athol, Idaho at the time of his 
death.  See p. 9 for a more detailed tribute to his life and service 
to GCA.

Ora Mae Kirk, Former Staff, passed away on November 23 
from complications following heart surgery.  Mrs. Kirk taught 
English at GCA from 1978 until 1994.  Mrs. Kirk was living in 
Washington, Georgia at the time of her death.  See page 9 for a 
more detailed tribute to her life and service to GCA. 

LeClare and Shelly Litchfield, Former Staff, recently 
retired from their positions at Collegedale Academy as chaplain 
and English teacher, respectively.  “Litch” and Shelly worked at 
GCA from 1982 until 1989.  They are enjoying the freedom to 
travel and serve the church in a variety of ways now that they 
are retired from full time employment.

Sonia Thompson Gott, Class of 1972, was recently 
reported as serving as a teacher’s assistant at the Maryville, TN 
SDA school.  Since that fall report, Sonia has been promoted to 
the position of the K-4th grade teacher.  She says she is loving 
her work!

Patricia Thomson Putnam, Class of 1973 and Chris 
Ezell, Class of 1974, two old friends from GCA, were reunited 
at the 2010 Alumni Weekend Golf Tournament. Tricia reports 
that they are now “very much in love, living in DeLand, FL and 
planning to spend the rest of their lives together.”

Andrea Clayton Stephens, Class of 1976, died on 
November 27, 2010 due to complications from a stroke.  
Andrea was a CRNA (nurse anesthetist) and worked for many 
years in Tallahassee and Perry, Florida as well as in Tennessee 
and Kentucky.  She was survived by her two children, four 
grandchildren, her father, sister and brother.

Valerie Swanson Breslow, Class of 1977, is owner and 
President of Atlanta Pet Sitting.  This award-winning pet service 
offers dog walking, in-home pet sitting, and associated services 
for pet owners.  Atlanta Pet Sitting services eight counties in the 
greater Atlanta area.

Tony Shadix, Class of 1978, recently earned the Certified 
Healthcare Facility Manager designation.  This national 
credential distinguishes an individual as being among the elite 
in the field of health care management and requires mastery 
of knowledge related to compliance, planning, design and 
construction, maintenance and operations, life safety, finance 
and administration.  Tony has served as director of facilities at 
Gordon Hospital in Calhoun, GA since 2002.

Stefanie Elkins, Class of 1987, is an associate professor of Art 
and Design at Andrews University and is currently pursuing a 
PhD in Near Eastern and Biblical Archaeology.

Alexa Witt Hernandez, Class of 1994?, and her husband, 
Martin, returned recently from mission service in Bolivia and 

are now living near Moab, Utah, where Alexa is serving as ladies’ 
dean at DayStar Adventist Academy.  Her husband is a dental 
hygienist and the couple have three boys ages 10, 8, and 6.

Deanna Shelburne, Class of 1999, is working as a paralegal 
for a law firm in Chattanooga, TN and attending the University 
of Tennessee at Chattanooga where she is pursuing a B.S. in 
Legal Assisting.

Casey King Graybill, Class of 2000, is working as a physician 
in Asheville, NC where she is an attending Ob/Gyn physician 
in the residency program at Mission Hospital, as well as working 
at MAHEC (Mountain Area Health Education Center).

Kristin Cowley Davidson, Class of 2001, is married to 
Owen Davidson of Kearney, NE.  The two met while in 
training for the U.S. Air Force where they were studying 
Security Forces.  Their newest orders take them to Ramstein, 
Germany in June, 2011.  

Melissa Harper Blackwelder, Class of 2002, lives in Hayden 
Lake, ID with her physical therapist husband, Tyler.  Melissa 
works as a labor and delivery nurse in nearby Spokane, WA.

Alex King, Class of 2002, was married to Meghan Marsh on 
August 7, 2010 in Sonoma, CA.  Alex is in his 2nd year of law 
school at Golden Gate University while Meghan works in sales 
for a resort in the Napa Valley.

Tiffany Orem, Class of 2003, recently graduated from 
Kennesaw State University with her B.S. in Health and Physical 
Education.  Tiffany will be substitute teaching in the Fulton 
County (GA) schools.

Britni Brannon, Class of 2004, has recently been promoted 
to the position of Communications Intern with the Georgia-
Cumberland Conference.  She also enjoyed being the winner 
of a monthly Hallmark Design contest with her birthday card 
design which features a photo of her dad as a child, swinging in 
his underpants.  She will know soon whether her design will be 
chosen to sell in retail stores.

Daniel Harper, Class of 2004, is married to Logan 
Ehlert, Class of 2005, and continues his fight against brain 
cancer (see page 4 for more on their story).  Logan serves as 
an administrative assistant for the Keller Williams Real Estate 
Agency in Park City, Utah.

Stuart King, Class of 2004, graduated from Denver University 
with a Master’s degree in International Finance, Trade and 
Economic Development in December, 2010.  Following his 
graduation, Stuart entered the Peace Corps with a 27 month 
posting in the Ukraine.

Kristal Lamar, Class of 2004, recently graduated from 
Columbus State University with a degree in Health Science.  
She is currently pursuing a Masters in Public Health at Troy 
University, as well as working for At Home Personal Care.  
She and some close friends recently started a business called 
Exquisite Event Planners, which is doing very well.

Katie Carter, Class of 2005, gave birth to Matthew Carter 
Thompson on January 17, 2011.  Baby Matthew weighed 8 lbs. 
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Tributes come in many forms and we remember 
in var ious ways those we have lost.  Mr. Br iggs 
will always be remembered with great affection by 
those GCA students who were blessed to have been 
touched by his life.  What can you say about a man 
who touched us in such a positive way?  He was a 
“Kind and gentle man.”  “One of my best teachers 
and a person who helped me grow closer to Jesus.”  
“His friendship and kindness were the glue that held 
me together.”  “JB saved my life and was one of the 
most special people I have ever known.”  What a 
wonderful tribute to a great man!

JB was respected and loved because of his fairness, 
honesty and good-humor.  For a graduation gift, Mr. 
Briggs gave out a book called Living God’s Love.  
While the book was read and enjoyed, perhaps the 
message we remember most was how Mr. Briggs 
lived his life, which was a wonderful demonstration 
of “living God’s love.”
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We Want to hear from YoU!  
Send us your news and updated information 

through www.gcasda.org, click on Alumni, then 
click on Contact Update and fill out the form.  
Or, email news to Nancy Gerard at nagerard@

gcasda.org.

and was 22 inches long.  Susan Turlington Carter, Class of 
1976, is the proud grandma.

Brittany Gimbel, Class of 2005, returned this past summer 
from a year in Peru.  She is now working as a nurse in the 
medical ICU at Erlanger Hospital in Chattanooga, TN. 

Marilee Chase, Class of 2006, graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from Southern Adventist University in December 2010 with 
degrees in Financial Management and History.  Marilee is 
currently studying for her CPA exam and planning for her May 
wedding to Adam Rego.

Victoria Henson Kreiter, Class of 2006 (attended), was 
married to Ben Kreiter on June 27, 2010.  They have settled in 
Orlando where Ben is teaching 6th grade Bible and history at 
Forest Lake Education Center and Vic is working toward her 
goal of becoming a physician’s assistant.

Adam Rego, Class of 2006, graduated from Southern 
Adventist University in May, 2010, purchased a business in 
Denver, CO (Colorado Signs & Graphics) and recently became 
engaged to Marilee Chase.  Colorado Signs does vehicle wraps, 
signs, banners, and more.  You can visit their website at www.
coloradosigns.com.  

Caressa Rogers, Class of 2006, graduated Cum Laude, from 
Southern Adventist University in December, 2010 with a 
degree in Liberal Arts Education.  Caressa is keeping busy with 
her photography business and substitute teaching.

Mia Slocumb, Class of 2006, graduated in December, 
2010 from Southern Adventist University with a degree in 
Psychology.

Kevin Young, Class of 2006, graduated Cum Laude from 
Southern Adventist University in December, 2010, with a 
degree in Psychology.

Alanna Zackrison, Class of 2006, graduated from Southern 
Adventist University in December, 2010 with an A.S. degree 
in Nursing.

Allison Gerard, Class of 2007, graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from Southern Adventist University in December, 2010, with 
a degree in history and Spanish.  She is currently working 
part time at the Georgia-Cumberland Conference office and 
planning a wedding (May 8 to Albert Handal).

Alison Concha Tucker, Class of 2007, was married to Jordan 
Tucker on October 22, 2010, in a Dayton, Ohio wedding.  The 
couple is living in Ooltewah, TN and attending Southern 
Adventist University where Ali is finishing her nursing degree 
and Jordan, his graphic design degree.

Joshua Carrithers, Class of 2008, graduated Magna Cum 
Laude from Southern Adventist University in December, 2010, 
with an A.S. degree in Nursing.  Josh will be working for the 
time being and then plans to continue his education towards a 
B.S.N.

Hans von Walter, Class of 2008, achieved one of his lifelong 
dreams when he was selected this fall to compete in the 
award winning television trivia show, Jeopardy! The Jeopardy 
College Edition was aired during early November and Hans did 
extremely well.  See the article on page 6 for more details.  Hans 
is currently in his third year at Southern Adventist University.

Amanda Perez, Class of 2010, graduated from ARISE 
(A Resource Institute for Soulwinning and Evangelism) this 
past December and has been hired by the Upper Columbia 
Conference as a Bible Worker Coordinator.  She will be starting 
her work in Wenatchee, WA in late January and is excited to see 
what God has in store for her.
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Schedule:  Please note times and locations of the rest of the 
weekend.  Events are all on Saturday,  April 2 unless otherwise 
noted. 
A Time to Remember:  GCA Memory Garden, Center 
Campus, 1:45 p.m.
Honor Class Reunions:  Campus locations, 2:00 p.m.
Camerata Reunion rehearsal:  3:30-5:30 GCA Church
Camerata Reunion Concert:  7 p.m. GCA Church

Honor Class Reunion Organizers
Class of 1966 Fred and Jane (Travis) Tolhurst 865.984.9784 jtmouse@aol.com

Class of 1971 Cheryl McGhee Rogers 423.473.5611 Cheryl1741@aol.com

Class of 1976 Susan Turlington Carter 770.331.2423 scarter517@aol.com

Sherry Harrison 706.537.1647 srharrison@optilink.us

Class of 1981 Angie Lowe Liberto 770.616.3088 liberta@wilsonart.com

Class of 1986 Scot and Krista (Kent) Martin 770.503.5277 trailerrepair2@aol.com

Class of 1991 Jennifer Fox Hufstetler 770.548.4743 jhufstetler@hotmail.com

Class of 1996 Angela Rho Yi 626.234.1715 angyi78@yahoo.com

Class of 2001 Emily Richardson Latham 423.227.3241 elatham11@gmail.com

Class of 2006 Kevin Young 706.506.5690 kevinyoung@southern.edu

Alumni Sports Night:  8:15 p.m.  Contact Wally Fox if 
you would like to participate.
Ride for GCA:  Motorcycle Event, Sunday, April 3, 10 
a.m.  Join us for a ride through the beautiful North Georgia 
mountains, returning to campus around 1 p.m.  For more 
information contact Nancy Gerard at 706-625-7166 or 
nagerard@gcasda.org.

Alumni Weekend Continued from page 1
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